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   Diary 

 

Sunday 3rd       10:30am Morning Worship led by  

Jocelyn Dehaney & Judith Gallimore  

         

Tuesday 5th   10:00am Parents & Toddlers 

Sunday 10th     10:30am Morning Worship  

           led by Richard Ward 

Tuesday 12th  10:00am Parents & Toddlers 

Thursday 14th 7:30pm Deacons Meeting via Zoom 

Saturday 16th  7:00pm Summer Serenade Concert  

           See inside for details 

Sunday 17th 

 

10:30am Morning Worship including communion 
            led by Keith Bentley 

Sunday 24th    10:30am Morning Worship  

           led by Judith Gallimore  

Wednesday 27th    7:30pm Bible Study at church 

           led by Mandy James  

Sunday 31st   

 

10:30am Morning Worship 

            led by Richard Brookes 

 

http://www.oakwoodbaptistchurch.org.uk/


                                 Missionary News 
                                      I am pleased to be able to bring you up to   
                                     date news from Stephen & Désirée German       
                                     as Stephen has written whilst waiting for a   
                                     haircut in Amman!! How the internet helps keep  
                                     us all in touch now. It doesn’t seem that long  
                                     ago that I anxiously waited for the postman to  
                                     deliver news from our missionary family.  
                                     Stephen has just come to the end of a week of    
                                     meetings where teams from Asia, Latin America, the 
Caribbean, and the Middle East were able to get together. There were 
some cases of covid whilst he was there and so mask wearing was 
necessary 

Tearfund is going through another time of ‘refreshing’ with a 
stronger emphasis on working with and through local churches. He is 
uncertain what this will look like on a country-by-country basis, but we pray 
for peace for him as this works its way through the organisation. 
Desiree is planning a number of orality events through to 2023 as 
restrictions are removed for covid.  

Please remember them as they also host Olena for a year. She 
currently has no English, and her daughter is staying with another church 
family. 

They would like to get a holiday organised, although this needs to 
include spending time with Désirée’s parents which will give her brother a 
break. 

Naomi and James are house hunting in South Wales ahead of their 
move there. Nathanael continues to work at the Oaks Christian Centre and 
Esther is into her final year of her doctorate.  

Andrew & Janet Persson were able to see their son Bernard and his 
wife Emma over the bank holiday weekend and enjoyed a recent holiday to 
the Isle of Wight. They have also met with an IT consultant who is now 
involved in one of the Juba translation projects they had worked with. 
Please pray for this vital work, and those who willingly get involved in these 
projects. Please continue to pray for the efforts being made on the Old 
Testament in the Jur Modo language, and any encouragement that Andrew 
& Janet can give to those involved. 

Finally please support Stephen & Nikki Childs plus Geoffrey & 
Rosemary Hunt in your prayers. God know their current needs. 

          Yours in Him   

                            Christopher        

                                                   Missionary Secretary 

 

 



                  Let the Earth Hear Her Voice! 
                        The Life and Work of Pandita Ramabai 

                             by Keith J White (a recommended read by Judith)  

     
                        Tuesday 5th April 2022 marked the centenary of       
                     the death of Pandita Ramabai (1858–1922)  
                     Ramabai was an extraordinary Indian Scholar, 
                     Feminist and Educator. Though still little known in  
                     the West she was a pioneer for women’s education  
                     and participation in public affairs — becoming the       
                     first woman to address the Indian National Social   
  Congress, a widely travelled Sanskrit scholar, despite never 

having a day at school or college during her childhood, and was author of 
several pioneering books, including The High-Class Hindu Woman and The 
Peoples of the United States. 
           Ramabai was an active social reformer, recording the experiences 
and life-stories of hundreds of child widows for whom she pioneered a 
wholly new and distinctive indigenously rooted setting for and            
method of education. She travelled across India and many other countries 
giving lectures on women’s rights and she was the first woman to translate 
the Bible into her own language. Most remarkably for her time, Ramabai 
charted these paths as a widowed single woman and mother.  

Although marginalised in history, since her death Ramabai has 
started to become more recognised. There are signs that her time has 
come. The New York Times published an obituary as part of the 
series, Overlooked No More by Aisha Khan on 14th November 2018. And 
in her recent book, Azadi, Arundhati Roy wonders why there is no film on 
this radical campaigner, reformer and tireless friend of women and children 
in her beloved India 

The author, Dr Keith J. White, has worked on this 800-page study 
since 1997. He is a sociologist and author and editor of many books. He 
has also produced an edition of The Bible intended for people of all ages, 
cultures and faiths worldwide. 

 

“Pandita Ramabai was one of the great women of the world, the like of 
whom are very few at any given time … My words fail to convey an adequate 
impression of her greatness. Her executive capacity stands unparalleled in India.” 
Professor Karve (1858–1962)  

 

“Keith White’s book is to be warmly welcomed, not simply as a 
comprehensive work of historical scholarship, but also because it issues a 
challenge to the Church today, both in India and in the West.”  
Brian Stanley, Professor of World Christianity, University of Edinburgh 

www.millgrove.org.uk                   

 

Published in Hardback & paperback by WTL Publications 



Fellowship News 
It was a wonderful answer to prayer (and a bit emotional) to have 

Richard lead our service on Father’s Day. Richard shared how, following 
his stroke, he had prayed specifically for the ability to walk and talk again. 
We truly praise God for all His faithfulness and healing. There is still a little 
way to go but we trust in God goodness to provide complete healing. A 
recording of the service is available on our YouTube channel – details on 
the back of the newsletter. 

We continue to pray for Chris Kindberg who has recently transferred 
to the Haematology department at the UCLH having been diagnosed with 
Mantle Cell Lymphoma. He has had a short course of Chemotherapy and 
will be assessed to see how he responds to this. It is still unsure if this is 
connected to other conditions and at the moment he is too poorly for any 
exploratory investigation. We pray also for Carolyn as she visits daily. May 
God give them the strength they need at this uncertain time. We ask that 
He will draw them close to Him. 
    We thank God for answer to prayer:  

Peggy is now home following a successful transcatheter aortic valve 
implantation (TAVI). We look forward to seeing her again when she feels 
able to join us.  

Selina’s recent hospital procedure went well, and the results 
confirmed that there is no need for concern. 
We pray that God will be with them in their continuing recovery. 

Hadley Lawns is now fully open again which meant Jan  
was able to have visitors again. She celebrated her birthday  
recently and the staff always mark these occasions. We pray for 
Jan and for all those who look after her. 

We remember Zadie and are grateful to Judith and Gloria for their 
contact with her. We think of Carol as her treatment is ongoing and for 
Norma, Ann, Joseph, Steve and Geoffrey who have various health 
concerns. We also pray for Marlies as she has had to make difficult 
decisions moving out of the office where she and Harvey worked together 
for over 30 years.  
Our Father hears our prayers and knows all their needs. 

A very special thank you to Larry who has created a new church 
website which is much more user-friendly and eye-catching! The old site 
was quite dated and difficult to maintain. I have been reassured the new 
one is much easier to work with. We really appreciate all his time and 
expertise. Take a look – the address is on the front of the newsletter. 

Lastly and no means least a very big thank you to all those who 
have led or contributed to our Sunday Worship services. We have been 
blessed by ministry, practical support and many prayers.  

 



The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Party 

 
We had a beautiful sunny day on Friday June 

3rd to celebrate the Queens Platinum Jubilee at 
Oakwood Baptist Church.  
 

The front of the church was decorated with  
small tables with flowers and flags. A record number 
of neighbours and friends from near and far joined 
us for the happy occasion as well as Mandy who did  
a wonderful job of compering and making people 
feel welcome.  
 

 
We even had her majesty present albeit in 
cardboard cut-out form but very realistic with 

her lovely outfit and 
happy smile. Some of us 
had an audience and 
were caught on camera 
having a word with her. 
Unfortunately she didn’t 
have a lot to 

                                                  say on this occasion.         
                                          
                                                
                                                                                        

 

            Everyone seemed to enjoy the 
entertainment from bouncy castle to 
Martyn Stogden and his wife Claire 
providing music and song. 

 
 
 
Four Hills Music and  
North London Singers did us proud. 
 

       Mandy sporting her Union Jack! 

Peggy and Gertrude sharing a  
quiet moment with her Majesty! 

 

Four Hills Music with Mandy  

conducting (or directing traffic      ) 
 

Claire leading the North London Singers 
with Martyn accompanying on keyboard 

 



 

 

 
Of course an occasion like this would not be 
complete without food.  
Many people had 
contributed to the tea 
and cakes and those 
with bigger appetites 
enjoyed BBQ food 
cooked by Sam and 
his team from  

                                           Oakwood Ministries. 
                                                 
                                            

 

 

 

 

 
         The afternoon ended with everyone being 
given a flag and a copy of 
‘Our Faithful Queen’ by 
Catherine Butcher – which is 
a beautiful book well 
illustrated – giving a great 
reminder of our Queen’s 
deep faith and hopefully all 
those who took the book will 
read it and learn from it. 
 

 
 

The day would not have been such a success if we hadn’t had so 
many willing helpers as many contributed in different ways, too many to 
number so many thanks to all those who did noticeable things and those 
who did the unenviable task of clearing up afterwards. Thank you for your 
faithful service may God bless you. 

by Peggy Edmonds 

    Jacqueline & Steve enjoying 
 the afternoon  

  Sam’s team hard at work 

       Lots of socialising 

Margaret, Marlies & Julia 
 busy with refreshments  

Larry, Maurice, Roger & Linda       
          great location! 

Mandy & Sue pausing  
for a photo 

Norma looking 
 radiant in purple 

 

 



 



 

  Birthdays this month 

            

Wishing you a very ‘Happy Birthday’ from everyone at Oakwood. 
  3rd Rosemary Hunt 
12th  Julie Nkela 
27th Desiree German 
31st Elaine Mitchell 

 

 

 Contact Details 
 

Oakwood Baptist Church, Merrivale, Southgate  
London. N14 4TE 

Tel: 020 8360 0466 

 
Elder & Treasurer 

 
Mr Richard Brookes 
Mobile: 07881 833356 
treasurer@oakwoodbaptistchurch.org.uk  
 

Secretary    Mrs Caroline Edmonds 
Tel: 01707 657471, Mobile: 07989 917871  
info@oakwoodbaptistchurch.org.uk 
 
 

Designated person  
for Safeguarding 

Contact: Mrs Lucretia Riley 
Tel: 07780 386101 
 

Club 3-16                  
Sunday Morning 
(Ages 3-16) 
 

Contact: Church Secretary  

Parents & Toddlers
  
 

Tuesdays Mornings 10:00 – 11:30 (Term time only) 
Contact: Church Secretary 
 

Hall Bookings Contact: Church Secretary.  
Please note no Sunday bookings are taken. 

 

Thanks to Mike for printing this edition of The Month at Oakwood. If you have some 
news you would like to share with the fellowship, please pass it to 
Caroline by Sunday 24th July. 
 

We look forward to welcoming you in person to our Sunday Services.  
If for any reason you are not able to come you can join us online via our 

YouTube channel or watch a recording later 
https://bit.ly/33bfZWA  

 

mailto:treasurer@oakwoodbaptistchurch.org.uk
mailto:info@oakwoodbaptistchurch.org.uk
https://bit.ly/33bfZWA

